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“Abandonment of attempt

21.78 Although no argument of deterrence,
reformation or prevention seems to require the
punishment of one who abandons his attempt
before he has done any harm, being truly
repentant, it was the position at common law that
once the accused had committed the actus reus of
an attempt with the necessary mens rea he could
not escape liability by abandoning the attempt,
however genuine and voluntary his repentance.
The Act does not change this. Of course, voluntary
abandonment may mitigate the sentence imposed.
Card, Cross & Jones, Criminal law, Twelfth Edition, p.
511.
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